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barishal  office  ::  State  Minister  for  Information  and
Broadcasting Mohammad Ali Arafat today urged all concerned
including  artistes  in  the  film  industry  as  well  as  civil
society and creative industry members to take stance against
those who are spreading “falsehood and misinformation” against
the government.

“If the government makes any mistake and it has any failure,
you may highlight, criticize and oppose it…but you should
unmask and protest against those who mislead people by telling
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lies and half-truths in a bid to push the country into a
suicidal stage,” he said.

The  state  minister  made  the  remarks  while  distributing
government grants for making films at the Tathya Bhaban here
with Senior Secretary of Information and Broadcasting Ministry
Md Humayun Kabir Khandaker in the chair.

Additional Secretary (film) of the ministry Kawser Ahammed
delivered welcome address while Bangladesh Film Development
Corporation (FDC) Managing Director Nuzhat Yasmin spoke at the
function, among others.

Addressing the function, Arafat said there are some vested
quarters  in  the  country,  who  mislead  people  by  spreading
misinformation against the government.

“Anyone can oppose the government’s decisions and can give
different  opinions,  but,  if  anyone  misleads  people  by
spreading falsehoods and misinformation, artistes and creative
industry members have a responsibility to stand against the
propagandists,” he added.

In this connection, he referred to a number of Memorandums of
Understanding  (MoUs)  signed  during  Prime  Minister  Sheikh
Hasina’s  recent  India  visit  saying  “a  vested  quarter  are
carrying out misinformation campaigns to mislead the people
over the contents of the MoUs”.

He urged the film artistes and others to protest against the
misinformation campaigns and take stance in favour of truth
for the sake of the country and its people. “Because, if truth
is lost in a society and falsehood replaces truth, it will
bring no good thing for anyone,” he observed.

Responding  to  the  criticism  over  Bangladesh-India  MoU  on
regional connectivity, he said, the propagators are saying
that Indian trains will run through Bangladesh carrying arms,
ammunitions and explosive posing a security risk here, which



is an absolute lie.

The  state  minister  said  the  MoU  clearly  stated  about
establishing a regional connectivity since Bangladesh has a
business with Nepal and Bhutan worth of US$50 million.

“We export our products to those countries. Now these products
are being exported through transshipment process via India to
Nepal and Bhutan,” he said, adding, if a straight train line
is established, it will help Bangladesh to expand its business
and export.

Arafat said, “We also inserted a provision in the MoU that we
will go to Nepal and Bhutan through India”.

 

He  said  another  important  aspect  of  this  MoU  is  that
Bangladesh under the agreement will import 40MW electricity
from Nepal using India’s national gridline.  At present, Nepal
is  producing  electricity  considering  its  domestic  demand
although  it  has  the  potential  of  generating  72,000  MW  of
electricity.

“We can reduce our dependency on fossil fuels if we import
clean energy from Nepal that will be good for Bangladesh,
India, Nepal and the entire world,” Arafat said. So, how does
it go against the country’s interest? he questioned.



On  government  grants  for  film  production,  he  said  Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina wants to contribute to the development
of the country’s film industry by giving incentives aimed at
producing the highest quality of films. “We will do everything
required to achieve this target”, he added.

The  state  minister  said  the  government  wants  to  ensure
transparency and accountability in the selection process of
the scripts for getting the grant.

“We want to focus on quality rather than quantity to this end.
So, international standards will be followed in the selection
process next time,” Arafat said and urged the concerned jury
board members to select scripts of the newcomers to help them
establish in the industry.

The government has selected 26 films, including 20 feature-
length and six short films, to provide Taka 15.20 crore as
grants in 2023-24 fiscal.


